
Support for naturalization
The Government will continue to facilitate naturalization of non-citizens 

through the financing of Latvian language instruction for those seeking citizenship, 
as well as information activities on the naturalization process. More than 60,000 
persons have been granted Latvian citizenship since naturalisation began in 1995. 
While approving the state budget of 2003, the Saeima on its own initiative and with 
overwhelming support approved additional funding of 85,000 EUR for language 
training for naturalization applicants.  Already in 2001 a pro-active information 
campaign was started to provide non-citizens with additional information about the 
opportunities to naturalize, including outdoor stands and opportunties to try sample 
tests.  

Education
State-funded minority education is guaranteed by the Education Law and 

functions in eight minority languages - there are 173 Russian schools, 149 schools 
with 2 languages of instruction (Latvian and Russian), 6 Polish, 2 Jewish, 
1 	Ukrainian, 1 Estonian, 1 Lithuanian and 1 Belarusian school, as well as Roma 
classes in 2 schools. 

In 2004, the 10th grade of state and municipal general education institutions 
and the 1st year of state and municipal vocational education institutions will start 
studies in the state language. However, primary schools will continue studying 
bilingually. At present, 70% of the minority schools are ready to start studies in 
Latvian as they are already teaching bilingually.

In the 2001/2002 academic year 76% of the first-graders began studying in 
Latvian.  During the last ten years a trend has been observed that the demand for 
education in the Latvian language has increased, leading to a corresponding 
decrease in the demand for education in Russian. 

Latvian Language Training Program
The Government successfully continues the National Programme for Latvian 

Language Training. International donors have provided financial support for the 
Program. 

During the last 2 years the Government of Latvia has allocated over 1 330 000 
USD for the Program. More than 58 000 persons have benefited from the 
programme since 1996 (2484 courses have been conducted).

The Program has offered free language courses for the representatives of the 
professions who need Latvian language skills in their jobs. Priority has been given to 
pedagogues, as well as medical and police staff.

Cooperation with international organizations
Over the last ten years, Latvia has cooperated and consulted on the aspects of 

society integration with international organizations that are active in this field, 
notably, the Council of Europe, OSCE, UN, Council of the Baltic Sea States.  As a 
result, the OSCE resident Mission was able to complete its presence in Latvia by the 
end of 2001. Currently, Latvia continues its longstanding cooperation with 
international human rights organizations, including the OSCE High Commissioner on 
National Minorities. Latvia will also continue to share its successful experience in the 
field of social integration with other states.  

Latvia is a distinctly multiethnic and multicultural society. Latvia pursues an 
active long-term policy aimed at the integration of various ethnic groups within  
society.  Latvian language training, support for naturalization of non-citizens, 
coordinated projects in areas of education, culture and public information constitute 
the main elements of this policy.  Latvia has benefited from a broad cooperation 
with international organizations on society integration issues.  

Better coordinated political oversight
The Government of Latvia decided in the fall 2002 to create a new Cabinet 

post of the Minister for Special Assignments for Society Integration Affairs (MSIA), 
which focuses its efforts on promoting dialogue among different groups of Latvia's 
society and protecting the rights of minority groups. The new institution consolidates 
administrative structures and subordinates to the MSIA the existing Department for 
Society Integration from the Ministry of Justice and the Department of Minority 
Affairs from the Naturalization Board. 

Sufficient resources provided
In the next year, the budget passed by the Government has assigned 315,000 

Euro for running of the MSIA, while the total funding of programs overseen by the 
MSIA will amount to 2,150,000 Euro. The funding allocated to integration issues will 
increase through the expenditure of EU funds (ACCESS and PHARE) and increased 
government co-financing. All in all the funding for society integration programs from 
both state budget and international programs will reach about 4,75 million Euro 
next year. In addition, funding continues for the Naturalization Board, the National 
Program of Language Training and other smaller programs related to state language 
training.  

  
Society integration program

The State Program "Integration of the Society in Latvia" was established in 
2001 and contains projects in the areas of public information, culture, education and 
others.  Projects are financed through the Society Integration Fund, which is 
managed by a dedicated Secretariat.  With the establishment of the new Ministerial 
post for Society Integration Affairs, the minister has assumed the coordination of the 
implementation and annual review of the program.  

Dialogue with minorities
The MSIA will create a Consultative Council for Integration Issues in order to 

involve representatives of minority groups in a dialogue with the Government and to 
consult them in the drafting of integration legislation and decision making process. 
In addition, the MSIA will renew the work of the inter-institution working group 
dealing with integration affairs. The MSIA also plans to increase dialogue with 
regions and on the municipal level.

I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  S o c i e t y

The Festival "Zelta kamoliñß" gathers 
minority representatives to express 
the beauty of different cultures. 
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Naturalisation campaign: 
Latvian Citizenship - make your choice!
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