
Va i r a  V î ˚ e - F r e i b e r g a ,  
The President of the Republic of Latvia

In Prague, NATO's member states made the historical decision 
to invite Latvia and six other former captive nations to accede 
to the Alliance. This was a day that Latvia and her fellow 
aspirant countries had been waiting for a very long time. For 
Latvia and her neighbours, the decision in Prague represents a 
vindication of the principles of international justice. It signifies 
an end to the last vestiges of the Second World War, which 
began with the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact in 
1939 and which resulted in the immoral division of Europe into 
outdated "spheres of influence."

Ei n a r s  R e p ß e ,  

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia

This coming year responsibility towards our allies will also 
increase. As NATO Member States are ready to provide us with 
security and independence guarantees, we also cannot step 
aside in the hope of avoiding responsibility and risk. We cannot 
expect guarantees from others if we are not ready to 
contribute. Next year could be a year of serious challenges for 
Western democracies and, if necessary, we will be committed 
to standing alongside our allies in meeting these challenges.

What NATO  mean s  f o r  u sWh a t  N A T O  m e a n s  f o r  u s

Sa n d r a  K a l n i e t e ,  

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia

Latvia is ready to share responsibilities and costs. A defense 
budget totaling 2% of the annual GDP is allocated at present 
and will remain at this level until 2008. It allows us to shoulder 
the financial commitments associated with our membership in 
NATO. Latvia is considering its own contribution to the NATO 
Response Force. Along with an infantry battalion specifically 
trained for peace operations, Latvia is developing specialized 
units of military medics, divers, explosive ordnance disposal 
units and military police that could effectively fill gaps in NATO's 
collective capabilities.  Additionally, a decision has been taken 
to develop capabilities in nuclear, biological and chemical 
defense, mine clearing divers, and special operations. 

Ìi r t s  V a l d i s  K r i s t o v s k i s ,  

The Minister of Defence of the Republic of Latvia

Today, even the most ardent opponents of NATO enlargement 
must agree that the invitation of the three Baltic states to join 
NATO is no longer an unfulfilled dream, but a reality. The 
decisions of the Copenhagen and Prague NATO Summits to 
extend an invitation to Latvia and the other candidate countries 
to begin NATO and EU accession talks not only fulfilled their 
national goals, but also created new consequences and 
responsibilities. Those decisions destroy the myth that security is 
only meant for large countries and must remain an illusion for 
smaller ones. 


