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Regulation No. 877
(Minutes No. 48 Para. 1)

Procedure for granting permission to subjects of international public law to use the airspace of the Republic of Latvia for the flights of foreign aircraft intended for performing public functions in the meaning of Article 3 of the 7 December 1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation 

Issued pursuant to

Section 40 Part 4

of the Law on Aviation

I. General Provisions

1. This Regulation lays down the procedure for granting a permit (hereinafter – a permit to fly) to subjects of international public law to use the airspace of the Republic of Latvia for the flights (transit across the territory, or flights with landing) of foreign aircraft for the performance of public (state or international organisation) functions in the meaning of Article 3 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation of the 7 December 1944.

2. Any flight in the airspace of the Republic of Latvia by aircraft assigned for the performance of public functions and by state aircraft requires a permit to fly issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
3. The Ministry of Defence shall issue a permit to fly for the flights of military aircraft of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation that are carrying out combat missions for the defence of the airspace of the Republic of Latvia, and for the flights of aircraft participating in military exercise. 
4. For the flights of aircraft of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation and of the European Union Member States that have been assigned for performing public functions (except the aircraft carrying hazardous cargo), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues a multiple annual permit to fly for the use of the airspace of the Republic of Latvia for purposes under Paragraph 13 hereof. 
5. Military aircraft of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation that are carrying out combat missions for the defence of airspace of the Republic of Latvia, shall be ensured priority in the use of airspace over civil aviation aircraft, except the aircraft in distress or danger.

6. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall maintain a database on the applications for permits to fly, and relevant decisions taken.
7. Each year between 1 January and 1 July, the Ministry of Defence, the Civil Aviation Agency, the National Armed Forces, the State Border Guard, the State Firefighting and Rescue Service, and the Customs Authority of the State Revenue Service shall send to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the information required for the approval of permits to fly. Where contact persons and contact information have changed, the relevant information shall be sent immediately. 
II. Applying for permits to fly for aircraft of subjects of international public law

8. No later than seven days prior to the anticipated entry of an aircraft into the airspace of the Republic of Latvia, the subject of international public law shall by diplomatic channels forward to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs an application for a permit to fly.  
9. A flight permit request shall indicate:

9.1.  the nationality of the aircraft, type, and the maximum takeoff weight (MTOW);

9.2.  the air operator and its address;
9.3.  the flight number;
9.4.  the registration number and the radio call sign; 

9.5.  the departure airfield, date, and time (expressed as coordinated universal time) (hereinafter – time (UTC));
9.6.  the place (point of entry), date, and time (UTC) of crossing the border of the Republic of Latvia;
9.7. the air route in the territory of the Republic of Latvia;
9.8. the airfield, date, and time (UTC) of landing; 
9.9. the flight number, where it is planned to continue the flight from the airfields of the Republic of Latvia airfields  or to fly over the territory of the Republic of Latvia on a return flight (hereinafter – on a continued flight or a return flight);
9.10. the radio call sign on a continued flight or a return flight; 
9.11. the departure airfield, date and time (UTC) on a continued flight or a return flight;
9.12. the place (point of entry), date, and time (UTC) of crossing the border of the Republic of Latvia on a continued flight or a return flight;
9.13. the air route in the territory of the Republic of Latvia on a continued flight or a return flight;

9.14. the landing airfield, date and time (UTC) on a continued flight or a return flight;

9.15. the flight assignment; 

9.16. the communications, navigation, and access equipment of the aircraft;
9.17. the type of payment for air navigation services; 

9.18. relevant information specified hereunder about the cargo carried by the aircraft:

9.18.1. a confirmation that during the flight the aircraft is not carrying hazardous cargo, narcotic substances, psychotropic substances and precursors, and reconnaissance equipment; 
9.18.2. a notification that the aircraft is carrying hazardous cargo, and documentation thereof;

9.18.3. a permit for the transport of radioactive substances (Class 7 of Dangerous Goods) issued by the Radiation Security centre of the State Environmental Authority;
9.18.4. a notification that the aircraft is carrying goods of strategic significance, and documentation thereof (an export licence or export permit issued by competent authorities of the exporting country, or a document equivalent to these, and the importing country's import licence or import certificate, or the end-use statement);
9.18.5. a notification that the aircraft is equipped with reconnaissance equipment or is carrying reconnaissance equipment, and a notification that the reconnaissance equipment will  not be used while in the airspace of the Republic of Latvia. 
10. An application for a permit to fly for a military aircraft shall indicate, in addition to the information requested in Paragraph 9:
10.1. the aircraft captain's name, surname and military rank; 

10.2. the number and military ranks of the aircraft crew members; 

10.3. the number of passengers, the name, surname and military rank of each passenger;
11. The subject of international public law that assigns the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation military aircraft to carry out a combat mission in order to protect the airspace of Latvia, no later than seven days prior to the mission shall submit the following information to the Ministry of Defence:
11.1. the number of military aviation units and personnel;

11.2. the number, type, registration numbers, and radio call signs of military aircraft;

11.3. armament, ammunition and specific equipment; 
11.4. the validity period of the permit to fly. 

12. The Ministry of Defence shall take shall take a decision to issue a permit to fly or to refuse one, and shall forward it to the subject of international public law no later that a day before the intended flight. The decision as well as the information specified in Paragraph 11 hereof (except information on specific equipment) shall be forwarded to the state agency "The Civil Aviation Agency" (hereinafter – the Civil Aviation Agency) and to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
III. Applying for multiple annual permits to fly for the aircraft of the subjects of international public law
13. Multiple annual permits to fly for the use of the airspace of Latvia are issued for the following purposes:
13.1. carrying the heads of state and government and official state delegations; 

13.2. carrying military cargo (except hazardous cargo) and personnel;

13.3. search and rescue operations;

13.4. carrying diplomatic cargo (except hazardous cargo);

13.5. medical evacuation and transportation of casualties;

13.6. providing humanitarian assistance;
13.7. over flights by military aircraft, and over flights with landing in the airfields of the Republic of Latvia.

14. No later than seven days prior to the anticipated first entry of aircraft of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation into the airspace of the Republic of Latvia, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, its member country, or an Embassy of a European Union Member State shall forward to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs an application for a multiple annual permit to fly, specifying the following: 

14.1. the number, type, and registration numbers of the aircraft: 

14.2. the radio call signs of the aircraft;

14.3. armament, ammunition and specific equipment, where applicable; 

14.4. purpose (purposes) of use of the permit to fly as specified in Paragraph 13 hereof. 
IV. Processing applications for a permit to fly
15. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall immediately forward to the Ministry of Defence the applications for permits to fly or multiple annual permits to fly received according to procedures hereunder. 
16. The Ministry of Defence shall check whether flights applied for comply with national security interests and shall provide an opinion to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall take a decision whether to forward the application for further processing or refuse it. Where a decision is taken to continue with the processing of the application for a permit to fly, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall forward the application for a permit to fly and the information specified in Paragraph 9 and 10 to the Civil Aviation Agency. 

17. The Civil Aviation Agency shall check the submitted information for compliance with requirements of the procedures for the use of airspace, shall inform the State Joint Stock Company "Latvian Air Traffic" about the use of airspace, and no later than two days prior to the intended flight, shall provide opinion to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   
18. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, following the reception of the opinion from the Civil Aviation Agency, shall take a decision on issuing a permit to fly or refusing one, no later that one day prior to the intended flight, shall forward the decision through diplomatic channels to the subject of international public law, and shall inform the Ministry of Defence, the National Armed Forces and the Civil Aviation Agency about the decision taken. 
V. Applying for a permit to fly in cases of disaster
19.  Where aircraft is to take part in disaster prevention, disaster response or post-disaster recovery efforts, the subject of international public law shall submit an application for a permit to fly by forwarding the information specified in Paragraph 10 and 11 herein to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or shall act in accordance with international agreements concluded by the Republic of Latvia.
20. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall approve without delay the applications for a permit to fly specified in Paragraph 19 hereof. 

21. Should the aircraft specified in Paragraph 19 hereof intend to land outside the places for crossing the border, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, after taking the decision and issuing the permit to fly, shall advise without delay the State Border Guard and the relevant customs authority of the State Revenues Service, in order to ensure that the required border control and customs clearance is carried out on the place of the landing of aircraft, and shall also advise the State Firefighting and Rescue Service. 

VI. Applying for a permit to fly for aircraft carrying hazardous cargo

22. The subject of international public law, when applying for a permit to fly for an aircraft carrying hazardous cargo, submits an application for the permit in accordance with procedures under Paragraph 8, 9, and 10 hereof.  
23. In cases where the intended flight can present threat to the internal security of the country, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in addition to the procedures prescribed in Paragraph 15, 16, 17, and 18, seeks approval for the permit with the Security Police. 

24.  After the issuance of a permit to fly for an aircraft of a subject of international law that carries hazardous cargo, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall, without delay, advise the State Firefighting and Rescue Service. 

VII. Applying for a permit to fly for military exercises and training 

in the airspace of the Republic of Latvia

25. Should any military exercises and training be planned in the airspace of the Republic of Latvia, the subject of international law, no later than 60 days prior to the intended entry into the airspace of the Republic of Latvia, shall submit an application for  a permit to fly to the Joint Headquarters of the national Armed Forces of Latvia. The application shall contain the following information: 
25.1. the number of military aviation units and personnel;

25.2. the number, type, registration numbers, and radio call signs of military aircraft;

25.3. armament, ammunition and specific equipment; 

25.4. the validity period of the permit to fly;
25.5. the name of the institution in charge of military air traffic
25.6. airspace required for the military exercise or training
25.7. contact person
25.8. the name of the military exercise or training
26. The Joint Headquarters of the National Armed Forces of Latvia shall collect the applications under paragraph 25 hereof and forward those to the Ministry of Defence. 
27. The Ministry of Defence shall check the compliance of the flights applied for with national security interests and takes a decision on issuing a permit to fly or on refusing one, and no later that one day prior to the intended flight shall forward the decision to the subject of international law. 

28. Where a decision is taken to issue a permit to fly, the Ministry of Defence shall report to the subject of international law about the collected applications specified in Paragraph 26, and also send the said information to the Civil Aviation Agency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

VIII. Concluding provision

29. Declare null and void the Cabinet Regulation No. 677 of 6 September 2006 "Procedure for granting permission to subjects of international public law to use the airspace of Latvia for the flights of foreign aircraft intended for performing public functions in the meaning of Article 3 of the 7 December 1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation" (the official journal Latvijas Vēstnesis No. 144, 2005; N0. 36, 2008).
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