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Conference
EIROPAS PATĪBA – VĒSTURE, KULTŪRA UN POLITISKĀ IDENTITĀTE

Belonging to Europe – history, culture and political identity

Europäische Zugehörigkeit  – Geschichte, Kultur und politische Identität

L’appartenance à l’Europe: histoire, culture et identité politique

7 May 2009
University of Latvia
PROGRAMME
08:30 
Registration
09:00 
Welcome words by 

Mārcis Auziņš, Rector of the University of Latvia


Valdis Zatlers, President of the Republic of Latvia


Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, Vice-chairperson of the EU Reflection Group on the Future of the European Union 2020-2030, Former president of Latvia
09:30
CULTURAL HERITAGE AND GEOGRAPHY OF IDENTITY IN EUROPE
Although there have been numerous worthy studies on the history, character and limitations of identity formation – particularly pertaining to Europe and its modern history of nation-states – few have treated the essential nature of regional cultural identity.  Jānis Krēsliņš (Sweden), Erhard Busek (Austria), Eduardo Lourenco (Portugal) and Georges Prevelakis (France) will provide insights into how European cultural identity was constructed, functioned and continues to remake itself in the Baltic Sea Region, Mitteleuropa, the Iberian Peninsula and the Mediterranean.
Panel hosted by Nils Muižnieks,  Director of the Advanced Social and Political Research Institute, University of Latvia  (Latvia)
Jānis Krēsliņš, historian of culture – Senior Academic Librarian for Research Affairs, National Library of Sweden (Sweden): 
Erhard Busek, Chairman of the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe, President of the European Forum Alpbach
 (Austria)  
Eduardo Lourenço, publicist and historian (Portugal)  
Georges Prevelakis, Ecole Normale Supérieure de Paris (France) 
11:15 
Coffee break
11:40
NARRATIVES OF EUROPE’S CULTURES
A panel of European intellectuals will discuss different varieties of European identities, post-nationalism in Europe and the challenge of overcoming Eurocentrism. 

Panel hosted by Nora Ikstena, writer (Latvia)

Reinier de Graaf, architect, Associate of the Dutch member of the Reflection Group (the Netherlands)

Drago Jančar, writer (Slovenia)

Tõnu Õnnepalu, writer (Estonia)

Semih Idiz, journalist (Turkey)

Jean-Philippe Toussaint, writer (Belgium)

Adolf Muschg, writer (Switzerland)

13:40 
Lunch (by invitations)
15:30
HOW CAN A UNITED POLITICAL EUROPE BE CREATED? WHAT ARE THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR A COMMON AWARENESS OF EUROPE? 
The European “post-national space” characteristic of European citizenship is difficult to define. What is the mental and spiritual frame for this space – a common civilization, common values? How can a common European identity be created? Is it possible to negotiate the history of 20th century Europe and its interpretation in the 21st century? Which European values will be definitive for European citizens? Is there an European economic and social system? Can and should we define the borders of Europe? 

Panel hosted by Žaneta Ozoliņa, professor of Political science, University of Latvia (Latvia)
Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, Vice-chairperson of the EU Reflection Group on the Future of the European Union 2020-2030, Former president of Latvia (Latvia)
Christoph Böhr, philosopher/politician (CDU) (Germany)

Jean-Dominique Giuliani, president, Foundation Robert Schuman (France)
Andras Inotai, director, Institute of World Economy (Hungary)

Michel Foucher, ambassador – geographer, Ecole Normale Supérieure de Paris (France)
17:30
Summarizing Conclusions by Nils Muižnieks
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