Work accomplished during 1st half-year of Latvia's Presidency in Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS), and intended activities for 2nd half of term
05/02/2008, Rīga
Education

Aim: Competitiveness of regional educational institutions at European and global level. 
	TASKS
	ACTIVITIES

	To promote the EU Bologna Process in the region by expanding the Reykjavik Protocol on mutual recognition of educational achievements for the whole region, and widening the use of the NordPlus program for student exchanges (in conjunction with the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM).

	Expansion of the Reykjavik protocol is under consideration and mutual negotiations between the Nordic Council of Ministers and the Baltic states.
In October 2007, the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM) 5+3 meeting of ministers for education reached an agreement regarding the involvement of the Baltic states in the NordPlus programme, having assured the necessary co-financing. 



	To facilitate creation of a specialised data transfer infrastructure among all universities located on the Baltic rim, connecting the basic network of Baltic science and education to the existing networks in Scandinavia (NorduNet). 

	· On 13 September 2007 Riga hosted a high level CBSS conference on education and science entitled Higher education and science for sustainable development and competitiveness of the Baltic Sea Region. At the conclusion of the conference, it was recommended to set up an ad hoc Task Force on Science Infrastructure in the BSR. The Task Force, which is to convene in the nearest future, will facilitate the development of the Baltic academic network project, thus reducing the digital divide and brain drain from the region.
· On 5 November 2007, in Tallinn, a round table discussion seminar Research and Competitiveness in Higher Education Technology was organized within the framework of the project Balticness. The focus of this seminar was to discuss the challenges and opportunities offered by the application of new technology in education and science. The Baltic Academic Network project was noted as one of the practical instruments for reducing the "digital gap", which presently divides the Baltic States from the scientific and research data transmission networks of the Nordic countries and the rest of the world. At the conclusion of the conference, the significance of the newly formed ad hoc working group on science infrastructure in the Baltic Sea Region, as part of the CBSS framework, was underlined.



	To promote innovative ideas at educational, scientific, research levels, including the creation of innovation clusters and parks.
	· The newly established ad hoc Working Group on Higher Education, Science and Innovation will be an instrument of regional cooperation with the purpose of exchanging best practices and experience in higher education and of providing recommendations which will foster and advance innovative development; 
· On 15-16 January 2008 in Riga, a CBSS Working Group on Economic Co-operation meeting took place, back-to-back with a seminar on innovation and cluster development policy. Main conclusions: the government must to take part in the promotion of clusters and in the realization/implementation of business community proposals.  Cluster initiative is one of the potential instruments which can raise competitiveness of the Baltic Sea Region. 



	To promote education for sustainable development, and education for sustainable consumption.
	· On 13 September 2007, the Latvian Presidency organized a high level CBSS meeting on education and science Higher education and Science for Sustainable Development and Competitiveness of the Baltic Sea region where higher education systems, policies and practices were analysed from the perspective both of competitiveness and sustainability. As the result of this meeting, two ad hoc working groups will be established in due course: Task Force on Science Infrastructure in the BSR and Working Group on Higher Education, Science and Innovation.
· CBSS presidency has also been active in supporting the Baltic 21 education sector by taking part in its ad hoc Working Group on Education for Sustainable Development and in the elaboration of “The Baltic Sea Region Strategic Project on Education for Sustainable Development Baltic Arenas: Learning for Innovation”.



	To complete the EuroFaculty programme in Kaliningrad and to launch a new EuroFaculty programme in Pskov.
	Kaliningrad

The EuroFaculty project in Kaliningrad (EF-K) formally ended on 31 July 2007. 

· A closing conference took place on 3-5 October 2007 at the Immanuel Kant State University of Russia in Kaliningrad. The conference was well attended by local, regional and federal representatives from Russia, as well as by foreign experts from CBSS countries and other countries (ie. UK and U.S.). Conference proceedings are in the process of being compiled for later publication. 

· As outlined in the contracts between the Lead Country and the Lead Universities, the preparation of the Annual and Final reports from each consortium were initiated after project closure. However, due to the considerable work associated with closing of the project accounts, the consortia were not able to deliver their Annual/Final reports to the Lead country until December 2007. 

· Based on the submitted Final reports, the Chairman of the International Expert Group then began preparing a Final Report on behalf of the International Expert Group. The chairman's draft report will then be submitted for discussion and approval by the Expert Group at a meeting to be held sometime in February 2008. The Final report together with the closed and consolidated account of the Lead country will then be submitted to the CSO for final approval. 

· Upon approval by the CSO the Lead Country will ask the CSO for a formal release of all project related duties and responsibilities.

Pskov

· At its last meeting in Copenhagen on 7 December 2007, the CSO decided to formally launch the EuroFaculty project in Pskov (EF- P) and to form an International Expert Group, which will act as the steering committee of the project. Sweden was appointed Lead Country for the project. 

· The EF-P will be a joint project involving a state and a non-state institution of higher education, the Pskov State Polytechnic Institute (PPI) and the Pskov Volny Institute (PVI). The subject area is defined as Business Economics/ Business Administration. 

· The International Expert Group, consisting of all the donors, i.e. ten of the CBSS member states, the Nordic Council of Ministers and the City of Hamburg, held its first meeting in Stockholm on 29 - 30 January. The experts decided to initiate the selection process of a consortium, consisting of a Lead University and 2 -3 subcontracted universities. The Lead University/ consortium will be responsible for the implementation of the project by supplying the academic assistance in the subject area. 

· The following preliminary timetable for the selection process was agreed. A call for letters of interest will be sent out to universities and higher education institutions in the donor countries during the first week of February, with a deadline for submitting letters of interest on 7 March. Short-listed consortia, approved by the Expert Group, will be notified on 31 March and asked to present a detailed project proposal by 23 May.  The Expert Group will then select and notify the winning consortium by mid-June. A contract with the Lead University will be concluded before the end of June. 

· The project will start on 1 September 2008.



	To promote effective planning and realisation of adult education policies in the region, including further development of professionally oriented informal education.


	The CBSS presidency has supported the organization of an international conference Equal Opportunities for All. The value of adult learning in promoting equality organized by the Latvian Ministry of Education and Science, the European Association for the Education of Adults (EAEA) and the Nordic Network for Adult Learning (NVL) on December 4, 2007. 



	To ensure active CBSS support to the regional initiatives on educational issues.
	· Referring to the fact that education has been nominated as one of the top CBSS priorities for the future, in February this year a meeting with regional networks and organizations dealing with higher education issues will be organized in order to discuss the most urgent issues, challenges, problems in this sector and to come up with concrete proposals and ideas how education, and especially higher education, could be enhanced and adapted, ensuring a competitive and sustainable development of the region.

· The Latvian presidency also aims to establish stronger cooperation with academia in the region by organizing seminars and conferences in the region’s universities or in close cooperation with them as part of the project Balticness. 

· Moreover, close and regular cooperation with the Baltic University Programme representing more than 200 universities of the region’s countries has been established involving it in various initiatives related to higher education and sustainable development.



 

Energy policy

Aim: Free and competitive energy market, promotion of renewable energy resources, promotion of energy efficiency
BASREC - Baltic Sea Region Energy Co-operation
	TASKS
	ACTIVITIES

	To implement the EU Energy Package principles in the area of the Baltic Sea Region (BSR);

To promote integration of energy infrastructure and development of energy links in the region.


	On 16 October 2007, the first meeting of the BASREC GSEO (Group of Senior Energy Officials) took place as part of the Latvian Presidency. The following topics were discussed: the agenda offered by Latvia during its presidency and BASREC Internet resources. In addition, a decision was taken to organise a conference on energy infrastructure projects on 29 November 2007 in Riga. 

	To share experience for the promotion of the production and use of renewable energy;

To enhance the development of a coordinated position in the BSR regarding the legislative activities of the EU Commission.
	On 29-30 November 2007, a second BASREC GSEO conference took place: 

· On 29 November, the conference was held and participants from member countries presented their energy infrastructure projects. During the first half of the conference, the energy projects in the Baltic Sea Region were presented, the second part was devoted to the development of renewable energy resources. 

· On 30 November, a BASREC GSEO meeting was held. The development process of the BASREC website was discussed as well as the work of the current working groups and the formation of new working groups, and a ministerial meeting was planned for September 2008 in Copenhagen, to be held by Denmark, the next presiding country in the BASREC. 

On 17 January 2008, the third meeting was held.

-  During the meeting, the agenda and topics of the ministerial meeting were specified, the need to set up new working groups was discussed, as were BASREC activities for spring 2008. 
After a longer interval, representatives from Russia took part in BASREC GSEO, and presented current developments in Russia’s energy sector and the position of Russia with regard to topical energy issues.  

The next BASREC meeting is to take place on 2-3 April 2008. On 2 April there will be a meeting of the BASREC member countries and on 3 April, a conference on renewable energy resources. 

On 15-16 September 2008 in Copenhagen, the BSR ministerial conference on energy will be held by Denmark, the next Presidency state in the BASREC. Currently, the programme, the agenda, participants and discussion topics for this conference are being actively discussed. 


Civil security

Aim: Promotion of democratic values and human rights, stability, social security and sustainability

Task Force against Trafficking in Human Beings (TFTHB) 

Working Group on Democratic Institutions (WGDI)
The Working Group for Co-operation on Children at Risk
	TASKS
	ACTIVITIES

	To develop closer cooperation between governmental and public institutions and non-governmental organisations in the fight against trafficking and on helping children at risk.
	· On 6-7 December 2007 in Riga, a training seminar for diplomatic and consular staff was held on the subject of human trafficking, with the aim of improving assistance to the victims of human trafficking and to reduce human trafficking to and from the CBSS countries.   

· In April 2008, the next meeting of TF THB (the Task Force against Trafficking in Human Beings) and a seminar on the promotion of co-operation between government institutions and NGOs in the CBSS countries are to be held, with the aim of ensuring a safe return and reintegration of victims of trafficking.
· In September 2007, the Baltic Sea Regional Study on Adolescent Sexuality was presented. 

· WGCC also undertakes research on violence and abuse of children through use of new technologies, mainly by providing their expertise to the Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation and the World Children’s Fund. 
· A new WGCC programme on unattended/unaccompanied and illegal transport of children will be approved at the WGCC meeting in April 2008 in Helsinki. 



	To enhance the work of all bodies and projects under the auspices of the CBSS for the protection of communities from the degradation of the environment caused by human activity.


	As part of the Balticness project, in mid-March in Copenhagen, a discussion on the issues of the Baltic Sea environment will be held among experts, academia and government institutions. 



	To draw attention of the CBSS to the need for close cooperation between international, EU and regional bodies in reducing environmental damage caused by shipping;

	Within the context of the CBSS reform the issue of maritime policy was raised, including aspects of both the marine environment and economics, in order to include them in the organisation’s future agenda. 



	To promote new initiatives of regional cooperation channelled towards the fight against corruption in the Baltic Sea Region.
	· The aim of the Latvian Presidency of WGDI is to carry out a study on “The Prevention of Corruption in Public Administration of the Baltic Sea Region Countries”. The study is to be carried out by the Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS, in association with the WGDI representatives and corruption experts from member countries. The study will be based on information and on opinion surveys from member countries. On 9-10 February 2007, a WGDI meeting was held in Riga, in parallel with an international conference devoted to the 5th anniversary of the Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau (KNAB). 

· On 10-11 March 2008 in Riga, the regular WGDI meeting will take place in Riga, to discuss the background data and results of opinion surveys carried out in the member countries.
· End of May, a seminar is to take place, during which the results of the study will be introduced, and a discussion will be held on main challenges and possible solutions.  




CBSS Working Group on Nuclear and Radiation Safety

· The WGNRS has continued to discuss the necessity of a regional agreement on assistance especially in view of ongoing processes on the international level and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The need and the feasibility for common actions have been considered to strengthen the emergency preparedness co-operation in case of radiological and nuclear accidents. As the CBSS Member States are participating in international exercises in the field in question, the WGNRS has discussed the possibility to establish additional regional objectives to international exercises. The CBSS Member States also invite each other as observers to national exercises of common interest for an exchange of experience. 
· The WGNRS has decided to organise “Topical Days” where specific topics are presented and discussed among different representatives from CBSS Member States and Observer States in more depth. The first WGNRS “Topical Day” will be held in Copenhagen 2-3 April 2008. The topic will be  RDDs (Radiation Dispersion Devices or “dirty bombs”) focusing at this stage mainly on technical issues of this type of a challenge
Other priority directions of co-operation

	TASKS
	ACTIVITIES

	Identifying regulatory obstacles to trade and investments in the region (for drafting the report for the CBSS Summit 2008). 

	· The Working Group on Customs Co-operation and Border Crossing Aspects has ensured the procedures for the approval of the final draft of the Check-list on the Implementation of the Multi-annual Action Plan. 

· A meeting of an ad hoc working group is to be held on March 5 2008 in Riga, in order to draft regulations which will include both a mandate and procedures. In addition, a meeting on the initiation of a new Laufzettel study will take place. Current working group meeting is scheduled for May.  



	Raising awareness of “Balticness” and regional identity around the Baltic Sea through a year long series of public events (photo exhibition, roundtable discussion in the Universities and jazz concerts) taking place in all 11 BSR major cities.

	The Balticness project is one of the widest-ranging events of the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS). It includes:

· a travelling photo exhibition of works by 40 young photographers, representing all countries of the region

· a series of jazz concerts, participating Riga Groove Electro, a Latvian jazz group, and guests from all the countries of the region

· a series of round-table discussions on themes of regional co-operation topics.
So far, Balticness has visited Tallinn, Helsinki, St Petersburg and Stockholm. Until the end of the Presidency, the project will also be hosted by Oslo, Reykjavik, Copenhagen, Berlin, Warsaw, Vilnius, to be concluded in Riga, during the CBSS Summit on 3-4 June.



	Strengthening NGO cooperation in the BSR, especially in the fields of civil security, social inclusion, environment, education and development of civil society.


	The association Latvijas Pilsoniskā alianse (Latvian Civic Alliance) intends to organise a Baltic NGO Forum on 13-15 May 2008. The aim of the forum is to draw in representatives from NGOs of the Baltic Sea Region countries for sharing best practice and to enhance the region’s social, political, economic and cultural development. The topics of  the forum:

· participation, and the legal environment favourable for NGO activities; 

· environment and sustainable development;

· social inclusion; 
· civil security.


	Promoting favourable preconditions for voluntary work and entrepreneurship for youth in the region.
	· In 2007, the Ministry for Children and Family Affairs took over chairmanship in the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs.
· On 9-10 October 2007 in Riga, the Ministry organised a meeting of the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs to discuss the implementation of the 2007-2008 work plan, as well as the enhancement of the Youth Affairs Working Group’s work.  

· In spring 2008 (early April) the Ministry is to hold a meeting of the Executive Committee of the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs and to meet with representatives from Denmark – the country to take over the chairmanship of the Youth Affairs Group. 

In addition to small-scale activities implemented by the Baltic Sea Secretariat for Youth Affairs (http://www.balticsea-youth.org/) in accordance with the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs, an event is scheduled to be held in June 2008 by the municipality of Cēsis in association with the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs, the Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation (BSSSC) and the Union of Baltic Cities (UBC).      

Additional information on planned activities and initiatives will be available after an agreement is reached during the meeting of the Executive Committee of the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs beginning of April, which will update and approve the budget for the year 2008 of the CBSS Working Group on Youth Affairs. 



	Strengthening CBSS co-operation with Observer States (France, Italy, Netherlands, Slovakia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and United States of America). During the Latvian Presidency, co-operation will be developed with Belarus in areas (e.g. environment protection) which do not imply a direct or indirect support to the current regime. 

	On 19 February this year, an annual meeting with CBSS observer states will be held. The main focus of the meeting is the assessment of co-operation among CBSS observer countries, especially within the context of the organisational reform. 
Joint work with observer states has been the most active within the framework of the Working Group of Nuclear and Radiation Safety. 
Following up on the visit by the Head of the CBSS Secretariat to Ukraine in 2007, and on the interests of the Ukrainian ministries regarding co-operation development, representatives from Ukraine are being involved in some of the CBSS structures. 



	Enhancing more efficient cooperation and coordination of work with CBSS special participants and strategic partners and other regional organizations.
	On 5 February 2007 in Copenhagen, the annual meeting of the CBSS Troika and its strategic partners and special participants took place. The meeting was mainly devoted to the issue of CBSS reform: the future role of the CBSS and expectations of CBSS partner organisations with regard to the Council. It concluded that the CBSS is expected to play the role of co-ordinator and definer of the regional co-operation agenda.
The CBSS could be the organisation which provides guidelines for regional co-operation, and, in association with other organisations and networks within the region, would formulate the region’s future challenges and the most acute problems. The Council could potentially also promote the formation of joint initiatives, in order to provide solutions to identified challenges. Partner organizations demonstrated an active interest also in an eventual EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. 



	Promoting sustainable tourism development network in the BSR.
	One of the most significant current co-operation projects in the field of tourism is a Baltic Sea Region Interreg IIIB Neighbourhood Programme project Agora – Network Sustainable Tourism Development in the Baltic Sea Region which has the aim of implementing a sustainable tourism development strategy of the tourism sector within Baltic 21. Forty-four partners from nine countries of the Baltic Sea Region are involved in the project. 

The contribution by the Latvian Presidency to the development of sustainable tourism will be an expert seminar in Reykjavik on 15 February, within the Balticness project, entitled Tourism - chances and challenges. Sustainability and Competitiveness: contradictory or compatible? 



	Defining material and non-material cultural heritage and making it more accessible; development of co-operation in the area of creative industries.
	On 25-27 September 2007, the 3rd BSR Cultural Heritage Forum took place in Vilnius. The theme of the Forum was Cultural Heritage and Tourism: Potential, Impact, Partnership and Governance. The Forum presentations included best practice examples of cultural tourism, which benefit the local economy and everyday life of citizens. Cases had been selected from all over the Baltic Sea region. The Forum had four thematic seminars: on manor houses, on historic vessels and harbours, on underwater heritage, and a scientific research conference on urban heritage. The forum publication is under process.


	Strengthening cooperation between planning regions, local authorities and between organisations at regional and local level, promoting exchange of experience and implementation of joint projects, incl. within the Baltic Sea Region Interreg IIIB Neighbourhood Programme in 2007, and the Baltic Sea Region Programme 2007-2013. 

	In October 2007, a BEN (Baltic Euroregions Network) co-operation project, co-financed by the CBSS and the NCM, was concluded. The main goal of the project is to promote spatial development and territorial integration in the Baltic Sea Region by strengthening Euroregions as competent partners with national authorities and international institutions, and by building a network of Euroregions for continuous capacity-building and sharing of experience.

Taking into consideration the importance of this project, in the end of 2007 the CBSS Senior Officials Committee decided to give a support for continuing this cooperation by financing one annual activity.



ARS BALTICA has become an active partner in the Kajaani process, initiated by Finland, which aims to foster closer and more integrated cooperation between the EU and Russia. Moreover, ARS BALTICA has also been invited to be an expert partner within the project Developing New Creative Management Capacities for Regional Cultural Cooperation between the Kaliningrad Oblast and the Baltic Sea States, initiated by the European Cultural Foundation (Amsterdam).
 

