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Round table discussion seminar

Demographic deficit, brain drain and challenged integration:

 The complexity of migration in the Baltic Sea Region

April 24, 10:00 – 15:00 
Ball Room, Tyszkiewicz-Potocki Palace, 32 Krakowskie Przedmieście Street,

Warsaw, Poland
Migration is becoming an ever more important global issue. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) estimates that there were 191 million migrants worldwide in 2005, up from 76 million in 1960. The migrants of today comprise around 3 per cent of the global population. This seminar sheds light on the social and economic consequences of current migration trends in the Baltic Sea Region, which in the global migration context displays many interesting features. 

First, the region as whole was until quite recently fairly untouched by international migration flows. However, from the end of the 1980s onwards the area’s relative isolation started to alter. The region is subsequently facing numerous new challenges as the Nordic and Baltic States become preferred destination countries especially for migrants from the Russian Federation and Belarus. 

Second, the region is characterized by great differences among the constituting countries with regard to the size and the structure of the migration flows. In fact, these intraregional differences make it difficult to speak of a common migration pattern in the Baltic Sea Region.

Third, migration, and the related phenomenon of population change, affects the countries in the region in separate ways. Whereas most parts of the region experience negative birth rates and shrinking natural populations, migration contributes to population growth in some areas and causes population decline in others. 

Thus, the seminar will especially touch upon the following three issues:

· Immigration from outside the region to countries in the region. A threat or a solution? Is net immigration the sole answer to slow the negative demographic shift or is a more comprehensive approach needed?

· Emigration from inside the region to countries outside the region. Brain drain, brain overflow or brain waste? How should the education systems and labour-markets especially in Poland and the Baltic States respond to the evident outflow of the young and the skilled?

· Movement of people inside the region, from one Baltic Sea country to another. A network of innovation or simply short-term exploitation? What can be done in order to facilitate integration within the region?

By bringing together policymakers, scholars and private sector representatives from different countries and different institutions we aim to stimulate fruitful discussion on these issues of high regional importance. 
Round table discussion seminar

Warsaw, April 24

Demographic deficit, brain drain and challenged integration:

The complexity of migration in the Baltic Sea Region
	10:00– 10:30
	Opening of the Seminar
Representative of the Warsaw University - tbc
H.E. Mr Alberts Sarkanis, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Latvia to the Republic of Poland
Ms Sandra Martinsone, Representative of Latvia in the Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of the Baltic Sea States, Presentation of the project Balticness
 

	10:30-11:45


	Panel 1: Immigration, a threat or a solution? 

Moderator – Mr Krzysztof Bobiński, Foundation Unia & Polska, Poland
Ms Anitra Plūme, Board of Citizenship and Migration issues, Latvia
Migration Policy Department, Ministry of Interior and Administration, Poland
Mr Dr. Maciej Duszczyk, Centre of Migration Research, Poland
"Immigration to Poland - costs and benefits for polish labour market"


	
	Coffee Break

	12:00-13:20


	Panel 2: Emigration, brain drain, brain overflow or brain waste?

Moderator – Mr Paweł Świeboda, Director, Foundation demosEuropa, Poland
Department of Migration, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Poland
Ms Dace Akule, Public policy centre PROVIDUS, Latvia
“Migration policy in Latvia: fears, trade-offs and solutions”
Ms Maria Pikkarinen, Researcher, Institute of Migration, Finland, 

“The labor market aspects of immigration; Finnish experience”


	
	Lunch Break

	14:00-14:45

	Panel 3: Integration, a network of innovation or short-term exploitation?

Moderator – Ms Prof. Ph.D.Eufemia Teichmann, Head of the Baltic States Studies Center, Warsaw School of Economics, Poland
Mr Karolis Zibas, Centre of Ethnic Studies, Institute for Social Research, Lithuania

“Migration trends in Lithuania: issues of monitoring and migrant integration".
Ms Linda Dimante, Labour Market Development Division, Ministry of Welfare, Latvia



	14:45-15:00
	Concluding remarks 


