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Round table discussion seminar

Deepening our Cooperation towards a fully-fledged

Maritime Economy in the Baltic Sea Region

The Baltic Sea Region is synonymous with the sea. Maritime activities such as shipbuilding and shipping, ports and fisheries play an important role in the economy of the region. Additional revenues are generated by the thriving energy sector (be it oil, gas, or renewable energy), and coastal and maritime tourism. The ports at the Baltic Sea and the shipping activities allow the whole region to benefit from the rapid growth of international trade, while the exploitation and transport of mineral and renewable resources represents increasing business opportunities. 
Equally significant are the cultural and recreational aspects that the sea offers and the ecosystem it provides. However, there are certain areas of economic activity that require coordinated efforts for the successful development of an effective regional maritime economy. 
Furthermore, an important milestone in the debates about maritime affairs is the EU document An Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union (“Blue Book”), presented by the Commission in October 2007 and accepted for the implementation by the European Council in December. While the Blue Book is based on wide-spread consultation with numerous stakeholders, the implementation thus remains a challenge and several practical issues have to be cleared up. The basic idea of the EU Maritime Policy is that sectoral fields related to the sea; such as shipping, fishery, energy, environment, tourism, coastal planning, maritime safety issues and so forth should not be discussed and dealt with in an isolated way as has largely been the situation before. 
Instead, there should be an over-aching, integrated approach covering all the dimensions of human action related to the seas, including: 
· The Baltic Sea as a Maritime Transport Space without barriers, through the establishment of the Baltic Sea motorways network and increasing of short sea shipping; 

· Multi-sector maritime clusters in the Baltic Sea Region, encouraging a closer cooperation between research and industry, and taking advantage of the opportunities of innovative technological approaches so that to ensure the competitiveness of the economies in the region;
· A network of regional centres of excellence (the Northern Maritime University, NMU– research institutes and universities from the Baltic Sea Region and the North Sea Region) to be the nucleus for regional synergies in the maritime sector;
· Sustainable use of the sea: balancing between coastal and cruising tourism, shipping, resource exploitation and environmental protection, reducing the impact of the climate change.
Now, when the Council of the Baltic Sea States is undergoing a reform process, it has become evident that the Baltic Sea Region’s economies and its maritime aspects more than ever should be one of the top priorities for regional cooperation in the future. This cooperation should not only lead to political commitments to tackle these problems, but more importantly - implementation of our agreements and good intentions. The questions we would like to pose are as follows -
· What does this mean for and require from the Baltic Sea Region?
· What are the specifics of the region?

· Does the EU policy answer to these specific regional challenges?

· How should the cross-sectoral coordination be done and by whom?

· Where can we find the necessary financial resources? How can cross-border and interregional investments into the sector be stimulated?
· What are the other instruments to implement the policy in the Baltic Sea Region?

· How can we develop a regional cooperative approach to implement an integrated policy?

· What could the CBSS role be in implementing the EU maritime policy?

· How should Russia – the only non-EU country bordering the Baltic Sea – be integrated into this process?
The intention of the seminar is to stimulate discussion on these above issues amongst the participants representing their different countries and different institutions. 

Time: 22 April, 2008, 9:30 – 15:00
Place: Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, "Fritz-Reuter-Saal", Dorotheenstraße 24

Registration: 
please register by 12th of April (by email: janis.lasmanis@mfa.gov.lv).

Students, academia, experts, public officials, diplomats and other interested people are welcome to participate in this seminar, being a part of the project Balticness initiated by the Latvian Presidency in the Council of the Baltic Sea States. 
Project Balticness, being one of the central activities of the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)
 in 2007/2008, is a year long series of public events taking place in all 11 Baltic Sea Region capital cities to promote the notion of the Baltic Sea Region, Balticness and the Baltic Sea as the life artery for the people living around it. The project will present a traveling photo exhibition “…where the Baltic Sea and Baltic people meet…”, a round-table discussion seminars in the universities on the issues of regional importance and a series of jazz concerts by the eminent Latvian saxophone player Denis Pashkevich and his band Riga Groove Electro together with local jazz musicians.

http://www.am.gov.lv/en/cbss/Balticness/
CBSS members – Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden, European Commission.





