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Round table discussion seminar

The Environmental standing of the Baltic Sea: 
from political proposal to practical project

In the past few years, report after report have sent out alarming signals about the ecological condition of the Baltic Sea, specifically the general level of polluting agents which aid the development of eutrophication, hazardous waste waters, and an ecological imbalance in the whole eco-system. These are very serious and complex problems, which need very specific solutions. Each subsequent report has reiterated the need for urgent attention and action from the side of the decision and policy makers, the business sector, regional municipalities, NGOs and the general public. 

Moreover, the Baltic Sea has nine coastal states, which are all currently facing these problems and are actively looking for solutions, some more than others. Therefore, regional cooperation is the right instrument for joint actions and initiatives where all countries can learn from other’s successes.
The aim of this seminar is to discuss several inter-linked questions:

· After the recent signing of the HELCOM Action Plan what exact steps should be taken to aid the implementation?

· How can both business and government work together with incentives and directives to ensure the implementation?

· How realistic is its implementation and what problems are anticipated? How do we avoid these pitfalls?

· Do we think that this is enough? What other actual steps should be taken or discussed and can we agree on them? 

Now, when the Council of the Baltic Sea States is undertaking a process of reform, it has become absolutely clear that the environment should be one of the top priorities for the regional cooperation in the future. This cooperation should not only lead to political commitments to tackle these problems, but more importantly - implementation of our agreements and good intentions. 

The government alone cannot achieve full implementation of these goals, one needs to work together with the private sector, in shipping, agriculture and fisheries to name a few. We understand that new technologies and creative solutions need to be developed also and this is why with Denmark’s internationally renowned reputation for environmental consulting we are pleased to welcome everybody here to Copenhagen.
Time: March 17, 2008, 10:00-14:30
Place: Centre for Baltic Sea Region Studies, University of Copenhagen

Øster Farimagsgade 5, Entrance E, Building 4, Room 4.2.24

Registration:
please register by 12th of March (by email: janis.lasmanis@mfa.gov.lv).

Seminar program

	10:00– 10:10
	Opening of the Seminar
Ambassador Valdis Krastiņš, Chair of the Committee of Senior Officials, Council of the Baltic Sea States

	10:10– 10:15
	Uffe Jakobsen, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Political Science Director, Centre for Baltic Sea Region Studies, University of Copenhagen
Ms. Sandra Martinsone, Representative of Latvia in the Committee of 

Senior Officials of the Council of the Baltic Sea Sates 
Presentation of the project Balticness 

	10:15 -12:00
	Moderator: Henrik Sandbech, Director of NERI (Danish National Environmental 

Research Institute)
Panel 1: Political proposal

Overview of the HELCOM BSAP and current implementation plan – Joint efforts in putting the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan into practice
Ms. Anne Christine Brusendorff Executive Secretary, HELCOM
Follow-up to the policy recommendations of the BSPC Working Group on Eutrophication

Ms. Christina Gestrin, MP, Finland, BSPC Rapporteur on the Follow-up of the Policy Recommendations of the Working Group on Eutrophication

Baltic 21 support to the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan

Ms. Anne-Cerise Nilsson, Chair, Baltic 21

Baltic Nest Institute – status and progress

Prof. Bo Riemann, National Environmental Research Institute, University of 

Aarhus
Discussion

	12:00- 12:25
	Coffee Break

	12:25-13:40 
	Panel 2: Practical projects

Activities and results of the Baltic Sea Regional Project

Dr. Jan Thulin, Senior Advisor, International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

The HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, its implementation and some potential PPPs

Mr. Jesper H. Andersen, Head of Unit (EU Water Policy), DHI Water - Environment - Health
Importance of proper science basis for environmental management in thee Baltic Sea

Dr. Kaisa Kononen, Executive Director, BONUS Network Coordinator 
Ecosystem, health and sustainable agriculture 

Ms. Christine Jakobsson, Director, The Baltic University Programme, 

Uppsala University

Latvian national research programme KALME: contribution to understanding of climate change impact in the Baltics

Dr. Andris Andrušaitis, Co-director, National Research Program "Climate Change Impact on the Water Environment of Latvia"
Incentives of implementation of Helcom action plan in Latvia

Mr. Rolands Bebris, Director of Department of Environmental Protection, Ministry of Environment, Latvia

	13:40– 14:30
	Discussion


Students, academia, experts, public officials, diplomats and other interested people are welcome to participate in this seminar, being a part of the project Balticness initiated by the Latvian Presidency in the Council of the Baltic Sea States. 
Project Balticness, being one of the central activities of the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)
 in 2007/2008, is a year long series of public events taking place in all 11 Baltic Sea Region capital cities to promote the notion of the Baltic Sea Region, Balticness and the Baltic Sea as the life artery for the people living around it. The project will present a traveling photo exhibition “…where the Baltic Sea and Baltic people meet…”, a round-table discussion seminars in the universities on the issues of regional importance and a series of jazz concerts by the eminent Latvian saxophone player Denis Pashkevich and his band Riga Groove Electro together with local jazz musicians.

http://www.am.gov.lv/en/cbss/Balticness/

� CBSS members – Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden, European Commission.





